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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 2 

Mid-term planning





	Year 5: Unit 4
	Term: Spring 2
	Year: 

	Christianity: Was the death of Jesus a worthwhile sacrifice?

	Key Concepts: Christianity; Sacrifice; Sin; Redemption, Atonement, Salvation, Grace
	Learning Objective: to explore the significance of death of Jesus at Easter for Christians



	Brief Background information for teachers

By Y5 pupils should be familiar with the basics of the Easter story, so this year they need to focus in on the theological and practical significance of the death of Jesus. Most Christian denominations believe that on the cross Jesus “became sin” or paid the price for the sins of believers and the whole world. Sin is understood in the Bible to be rebellion against God, and so any action or thought that does not acknowledge God, either deliberately or accidentally is considered sin. Therefore, all humans sin and fall short of the Glory of God (Romans 3:23). Sin leads to death (Romans 6:23) and so Jesus Christ, God’s Son came to reconcile the world to God. (Romans 5:8 and I Timothy 1:15). Jesus is described as the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). There are many references to this understanding of Christ’s death. A good concordance will provide many biblical verses to demonstrate this. This understanding is crucial for Christians and explains at least in part why the day on which the crucifixion is remembered is called Good Friday. But the story of in and sacrifice does not begin with the New Testament. The story of the Fall, in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3) is in biblical terms the beginning of sin as Adam and Eve follow the authority of the serpent and each other rather than God. All sin is understood by most Christians to proceed from this event and the story of the Old Testament is that of God preparing the ground for the restoration of the broken relationship through sacrifice. In the books of the law (Deuteronomy & Leviticus in particular) there are rules concerning punishments and sacrifices for sins. The day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) is still observed by Jews but as there is no temple in Jerusalem there is no blood sacrifice, and no scapegoats are sent out into the wilderness. It is a day of fasting and repentance today and one of the most important festivals in the Jewish calendar. Prayers are offered for known and unknown sins. Pupils may be familiar with the idea of sacrifice if they have learned about the Incas or the Aztecs. It would not be out of place to consider the other kinds of sacrifices that people make – giving things up for a goal, or to help others (charity giving for example, or service personnel putting their lives at risk for others. Other biblical material that contains narratives of sacrifice are the story of Samson (Judges 16) and the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12) – also a prefiguration of Jesus. The blood of the lamb in the door posts turned away the angel of death from the homes of the Israelites and led to their escape from Egypt to the promised land, from slavery to freedom, from death to life.  

	Expected Learning
Pupils will know that Christians believe that Christ died for a purpose and that He gave his life for others. They will see the links between the death of Jesus and the Passover lamb and the sacrifices made on the day of Atonement. They will know that Jesus had the freedom not to die, but chose to and that the words of forgiveness spoken in the cross can be understood to apply to all humans. They will know the words salvation and atonement and be able to show how Christians celebrate Easter as a result of these beliefs.

	Developing
Pupils will know the story of the death of Christ and recognise that the event is significant for Christians. They will recognise some of the links to old Testament stories and they will be able to suggest reasons why the story is significant for Christians
	Excelling
Pupils will be able to explain how the celebration of Easter reflects Christian understanding of the death of Jesus and suggest reasons why Christians believe that the death of Jesus was necessary. They can discuss the impact of the sacrifice of Jesus on believers and non-believers alike.

	Engage: 
· Watch the death of Aslan from The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (or read if the film not available).
· Share ideas about what the death of Aslan means in the story. Show the key question and get pupils to make a mind map of the word sacrifice. What does it mean to them?



	Enquire & Explore: (AT1)

· Find out what Christianity teaches about sacrifice – including passages from the Old Testament about the Passover and the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 4 – 7). Give the children some quotes from the Bible to explore. (Hebrews 13:15, 1 John 2:2, Hebrews 9:26, Mathew 9:13, Hosea 6:6, Genesis 22:2 and 
1 Samuel 15 :22 e.g.) 

· Look at a picture of Christ on the cross; listen to a song about the death of Jesus (e.g. Amazing Love by Lou Fellingham); read the Easter Story. Look for connections between the pictures, the music and the story.
· Explore the lives of others who have made sacrifices – either biblical, historical or from other faiths and compare the value of their sacrifices where appropriate.


	Evaluate: (AT2 Impersonal)
· What do Christians believe about the death of Jesus? Does the death of Jesus impact on the things that Christians do? Can pupils show that they understand how the story of Jesus sacrifice is re-enacted in the Eucharist and how this links to the Passover and the Day of Atonement?  Listen to some views on the death of Jesus from www.request.org.uk or interview a Christian.  Do Christians think the death of Jesus was worthwhile? Why? How do they show that? Look at a selection of Good Friday services. What do these services tell us about what Christians believe about the death of Jesus?

	Reflect & Communicate: (AT2 Personal)
· How do the children feel? Would they want someone to die for them? Is there anything that they would be prepared to die for?
· Imagine that someone had died in your place/for you. Write a letter to them saying how you feel about their sacrifice

· Does the death of Jesus have an impact on them? Do they need to take any action as a result?

	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:



	Some suggested resources:

· Amazing Love by Lou Felingham (YouTube video) or other Easter themed song or hymn
· www.request.org.uk
· The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis (book or film)

· Bible especially Leviticus 4 – 7 and passages mentioned above

· The Miracle Maker – animated film

· Pictures of Christ on the Cross e.g. from Life of Jesus through the eyes of an artist – CD resource available from the Diocese.
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Assessment opportunities & activities




	Year 5: Unit 4
	Term: Spring 2
	Year: 

	Christianity: Was the death of Jesus a worthwhile sacrifice?

	Many pupils will have made more progress and will use a developing religious vocabulary to:

· Annotate a picture of Jesus on the cross, making links to Christian beliefs about the death of Jesus and beliefs about God

· Describe and link up Christian beliefs about the sacrifice of Jesus with Christian behaviour, referring to Bible passages or stories

· Describe the way Good Friday services reflect Christians beliefs about Easter

· Discussing the question of self-sacrifice referring to biblical teaching

· Suggest some answers as to why Jesus was willing to sacrifice himself

· Write a letter to an imaginary person who sacrificed themselves for the child, reflecting on how this makes them feel or write a letter explaining their own motivation in sacrificing themselves for something
	

	Most pupils will be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Annotate a picture of Jesus on the cross, linking to Christian beliefs about the death of Jesus

· Describe the difference Christian beliefs about the death of Jesus make to the celebration of Easter 

· Choose an artefact or a symbol that they would link with Easter and one that a Christian might choose, describing what it might mean for them

· Make links between a worship song and the texts about Jesus death at Easter

· Prepare a reflection on the sacrifice of Jesus

· Make a link between the sacrifice of Jesus and their own actions 
	

	Pupils who have made less progress will be able to use religious words and phrases to:

· Match some Christians beliefs with the Easter symbols

· Annotate a picture of Christ on the cross, suggesting a meaning for the death of Jesus

· Choose an artefact or a symbol that they would link with Easter and one that a Christian might choose

· Plan some questions to ask a Christian about their views of the death of Jesus

· Suggest some reasons why Jesus sacrificed himself and talk about how that makes them feel

· Talk about their own actions with regard to self-sacrifice
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