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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 1 

Mid-term planning





	Year 2: Unit 3
	Term: Spring 1
	Year:  

	Is it important to celebrate the New Year?

	Key Concepts: Celebration; New Year; Rosh Hashanah; (Baisakhi and 1st Muharram if desired)

	Learning Objective: to explore the ways that different people and different faiths celebrate New Year


	Brief Background knowledge for teachers

The western new year, starting in January is named after the Roman god Janus, with two heads – looking to the past and the future. In one sense this image holds true for the Jewish new year of Rosh Hashanah (Head of the Year) as they think about leaving their old shortcomings behind and look forward to a sweet new year, praying for a year of life, health and prosperity. Lots of sweet foods are eaten: apples dipped in honey, raisins, honey cake and the sweetened Challah bread. The new year recalls the creation of Adam and Eve and the special relationship of dependence on God. Remember that in Jewish tradition the o is always let out of G-d, to avoid the word every being discarded or damaged. At Rosh Hashanah, the Shofar, a ram’s horn is sounded both as a call to repentance and as a celebration of the coronation of a King – God as King of the Universe. It also reminds people of the provision of a ram, caught by its horns in a thicket, when Abraham was preparing to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis: 22). The festival is the first of 10 days of repentance, culminating in Yom Kippur (the day of atonement). Although Rosh Hashanah is always in 1st Tishrei, the date by the western calendar varies but it is usually around the end of September or the beginning of October. The Islamic New Year (1st day of the month of Muharram) also moves with respect to the Western calendar, because the Islamic year is lunar based. The Islamic calendar began with the migration – or Hijra – of the Prophet Muhammad and his followers from Mecca to Medina. This event has a special significance in Islamic history as it marks the end of the period of persecution in Mecca and the transition to a recognized faith community in Medina. It is commemorated by reading the story of Muhammad’s journey from Mecca to Medina. The whole of the first month of the year is the next holiest after Ramadan. Baisakhi, celebrated on 14th April each year, remembers the founding of the Khalsa in 1699 by Guru Gobind Singh, but is not actually the Sikh New year, which is actually the 13th March and remembers the birthday of Guru Har Rai, so is a more traditional Gurpurb with the reading of the Guru Granth Sahib. The celebration of Baisakhi usually takes place at the Gurdwara, or as part of a large festival where Sikhs undergo the equivalent of a baptism, taking the Amrit and committing themselves to the Khalsa. The cloth wrapped flagpole at the Gurdwara is washed in milk and redressed as part of the festival. Baisakhi (Vaisakhi) was originally a harvest festival in the Punjab before it gained the additional significance for Sikhs.

	Expected Learning
Pupils will be able to identify the key features of the festivals explored and know the differences and similarities. They will know the story of the creation of Adam and Eve and the sacrifice of Isaac. Pupils will know the foods eaten by Jews at Rosh Hashanah and their significance. They will know the significance of the Shofar. They will know that the New Year celebrated in the UK is not a religious festival and they will be able to talk about how it is celebrated. They will be able to talk about why the New year is celebrated

	Developing
Pupils will know the names of two new year celebrations. They will know that celebrations often are accompanied by special foods and will know the key foods that are linked with Rosh Hashanah
	Excelling
Pupils will be able to give more details about the festivals and make connections to other celebrations they are familiar with. They will be able to talk about the impact that the religious festivals have on the lives of believers and compare that with the non-religious new year in the UK.

	Engage: 
· Find out if children know about New Year – did they celebrate? How? Ask them if they know anyone who makes New Year’s resolutions and discuss New Year resolutions.  Perhaps find out the origin of this practice. Pupils could write their own resolutions. Discuss later whether they have been able to stick to them. 


	Enquire and Explore: (AT1)

· Find out how other countries celebrate New Year – and discover that Jews, Muslims and Sikhs have different New Years – Rosh Hashanah, 1st of Muharram and Baisakhi respectively. Find out how they are celebrated (focus on Rosh Hashanah if possible). Establish that they are not at the same time of year, as well as celebrated differently. Find out the stories behind the celebrations. Look for similarities to secular New Year – idea of new beginning, looking back and looking forward, making plans and commitments for the future. Allow the children if possible to make these connections themselves.  Jewish people say of their New Year: We leave our old shortcomings behind us, thus starting the New Year with a clean slate. Focus on the special foods, the reading of the Torah, the story of creation of Adam and Eve and the sacrifice of Isaac. If there are children from other faiths, explore their New Year celebrations.

	Evaluate: (AT2 Impersonal)
· Come back to the main question – is it necessary to celebrate New Year?  Evaluate this question – how does the celebration of the New Year help Jewish people? Suggest reasons why Jewish people and others celebrate New Year. Suggest some reasons why New Year is celebrated in the UK. Discuss which of the celebrations is most meaningful and why. 

	Reflect & Communicate: (AT2 Personal)
· How do they feel about New Year celebrations – do they think it is important to them to celebrate? Why? How would they choose to celebrate? Pupils, in small groups, could plan their own party to celebrate the New Year and talk about why they would do it like that. They could design a new year celebration for Christians. 

	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:




	Some suggested resources:

· www.reonline.org.uk  – the Jewish way of life in specials and link to BBC website

· BBC clips online

· RE Today Publications: Opening Up Judaism – the foods of Rosh Hashanah and link to Yom Kippur

· http://www.chabad.org/holidays/JewishNewYear/template_cdo/aid/4762/jewish/What-Is-Rosh-Hashanah.htm 
· Video/online clips of the blowing the Shofar

· Honey cake; apples and honey

· Online clips of Baisakhi celebrations
· The story of Muhammad’s journey from Mecca to Medina
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Assessment opportunities & activities




	Year 2: Unit 3
	Term: Spring 1
	Year: 

	Is it important to celebrate the New Year?

	Some pupils will have made more progress and be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to:

· Link the celebrations to the stories behind them

· Identify the impact of New Year/Rosh Hashanah/Baisakhi on the lives of believers

· Describe possible meanings for the foods used at Rosh Hashanah

· Recognise differences and similarities between the festivals in the different faiths and cultures

· Identify their own response to the festivals and compare it to others’

· Ask questions about the meaning of the festivals

· Make links between what they believe and how they celebrate
	

	Most pupils will be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell the story of Adam and Eve or Abraham and Isaac, recognising why it is important to believers at Rosh Hashanah

· Suggest two things that are important to a Jewish person at Rosh Hashanah
· Gather and select from pieces of information about the Jewish festival
· Show awareness of the similarities between the celebrations of New Year

· Suggest meanings for the foods and practices at New Year

· Ask and respond to some questions about things that puzzle them in the New Year celebrations
· Talk about why making a new beginning at the New Year may be important to them or others
	

	Pupils who have not made as much progress will be able to use religious words and phrases to:

· Name the Jewish and Sikh/Islamic New Year celebrations

· Name the foods eaten at Rosh Hashanah

· Select pictures linked to Jewish New Year from those linked to secular New Year
· Recognise how New Year is celebrated in one culture

· Talk about what they like about the Jewish festivals
· Talk about how they celebrate at New Year or why they do not

· Ask questions about how and why others celebrate
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